Members' Handout - Colossians 2:6-15
Series: The Gospel Made Visible

interpretation fallen condilion personal renewal response
UNDERSTANDING & CONSIDERING OUR HOW CHRIST'S RICH DRAWING NEAR
ANALYSING THE IDOLS AS SINNERS & WORK CHANGES US TO THE PERSON
TEXT SUFFERERS AT THE HEART LEVEL OF GOD

© 1. What does Paul instruct and warn the Colossians about?

(/

N 21 in this passage, Paul explores how we are joined or united to Christ. Highlight or
underline the portions in the text where Paul refers to our unity in or with Christ.
What do these portions reveal about what we have gained in Christ?

3. According to this passage, what does baptism represent and what implications
does it have for us?

4. Jesus commands us to make disciples of all nations, " baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19) Considering what
baptism represents, what does Jesus' command for baptism reveal about what he
desires for us to remember as we follow Him?

5. What are some things that are marred by sin or suffering you wish you could press
a ‘reset’ button on? How do you usually deal with the sense of disappointment or
failure in these areas "according to human tradition’ (v8)?

OR

Read Romans 6:3-4. What are some areas of your life that belong to the ‘old life’ or
worldly/sinful self that we struggle to let go of?

6. Consider the areas of sin or suffering that we struggle with. How does our union

N7

= = with Christ as represented by baptism encourage us or give us hope?

7. As a CG, read "Truth that Makes Us Sing” Q40: What is Baptism? Share any
I#‘ stories about your experience during your baptism or what moved you to be
baptised: how might these experiences remind us of what Jesus has done for us?



40 Whatis baptism?

ANSWER

Baptism is the public declaration of our repentance from sin and faith in Christ.

It signifies that we have been united with Christ in his death and resurrection,

have been forgiven of all our sins, have received new life in Christ, and belong

to the Lord and his church.

REFEREMCE Romans &:3-4

DEVOTION

In the great commission, Jesus said, “Go therefore and
mike disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Haly Spirit, teaching
them to chserve all that | have commanded you.” Jesus ex-
pressed that ane aspect of discipleship is to baptize those
who believe, in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. Baptism isimportant because itis a com-
mand and ordinance given by Jesus to be followed as part
of making disciples until he returns again.

While the word baptism in Greek means to dip orimmerse,
the physical act is an emblem of something mare substan-
tial to our faith. Baptism symbaolises to the world that while
our faith unites us deeply with Christ, our baptism is an
outward expression of that union. The imagery of baptism,
being immersed and raised, is a precious reminder of
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. It is meant to
strengthen ourfaith in him and encourage us to walk inthe
"newness of life” (Rom &:4).

Baptism is not only for the Christian but also forthe church.
When Jesus’ death and resurrection sealed the new cove-
nant replacing the old, there was a shift of emphasis from
circumncision to baptism. The shift also meant that the gos-
pel is now available for gentiles in addition to Jews. In the

new covenant, membership in God's family does not come
from ethnicity or genealegy, but through a new spiritual
birth proclaimed through baptism.

In other words, baptism is not simply for the individual
believer, but for the family of God and the lecal church, 2
miark of belenging to the people of God.

PRAYER

Dear heavenly Father, help us to understand what the new-
ness of life means. Thank you for what Jesus has dane to
secure the new covenant of love. We are one in the family of
God. Let our lives declare that beyond the outward demon-
stration of baptism.
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There Is Dne Reason
by Doug Plank



