Easter (n.):
ޖLޝVWԥ

the most important and oldest
festival of the Christian Church,
celebrating the resurrection of Christ

Devotional 2017

Dear Family
In our Christian calendar, Easter is our most important
celebration. We celebrate with both sombre remembrance
and victorious joy.
This devotional was created to help lead you and your family
i>}vÕÀiyiVÌÃ`ÕÀ}Ì iÜiii>`}Õ«Ì >ÃÌiÀ°
It has been divided into three parts:
U READ–read the scripture following Christ’s journey to the
cross and ultimately his resurrection and ascension.
U REFLECT–Discuss what you have read with someone else
ÀÀiyiVÌÌ«iÀÃ>Þ°
U RESPOND–Read this section BEFORE you start the devotion
and prepare anything that is needed. This section has
both a “Sing” (component for all) and a “Do” (component
vÀ `Ã® «Ì°7iÜÕ`iVÕÀ>}iÞÕÌÜÀÃ «
response to the truth you read about and you may need to
«Ài«>ÀiÌ iÕÃVÀÃÕ`ÌÀ>V°vÞÕ >ÛiV `Ài>`
ÜÕ`iÌ`ÃiÌ }vÕÌÀivÀViÌ i`iÛÌ]
please go ahead and enjoy the “Do” suggestions.
It is our prayer that this Easter you will see a new and beautiful
facet of the gospel.
º`ÌVi>ÃiÌ}ÛiÌ >ÃvÀÞÕ]ÀiiLiÀ}ÞÕ
in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of
ÀiÛi>ÌÌ iÜi`}iv °» « iÃ>Ã£\£È£Ç
Much love,
RHC

Day One

Sunday, 9th April

CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE
READ
U *Ã>£ää

REFLECT
U How does the truth that God made us affect our view of him and
the way we ought to live?
U How does the truth that we belong to God as his people
challenge our current way of interacting with God?
`>`iÕÃ>` >ÃV>i`ÕÃÌLi Ã«i«iÌ ÀÕ} Ì iÜÀ
of Jesus Christ. As such, we are to live for his glory by worshipping
ÜÌ ÕÀÛiÃ°-]iÌÕÃÀiÃ«`ÜÌ Ì >Ã}Û}°iÌÕÃLi
eager to worship God in song and in service.

RESPOND
U SING - Great is the Lord, Elevation Worship
- Rejoice, Dustin Kensrue
- Shout (Psalm 100:1-3), Seeds of Praise Volume 3
U DO- ÜÞÕÀV `Ài>«VÌÕÀivÞÕÀv>Þ° iÃÌ
iÌ iv>Þ¶9iÃ°ÃÌÌ iÀi>v>Þ¶ ]ÌÃ>>}ivÌ i
v>Þ]ÌV>ÌÌ>ÀÛiÀÌ ]ÌÞÃ ÜÃÕÃÜ >ÌÌ i
v>ÞÃi° Ý«>Ì >ÌÌ iÃ>iÜ>ÞÜi>ÀiÌ i>}iv
`°7i>ÀiÌ`]LÕÌÜiÃ ÜÌ iÀÃÜ >Ì`ÃiÕÃÌ
iÌ i« ÌvÌ iv>Þ°7i>ÀiÌ>«iÀviVÌÀiyiVÌv
God, but with the help of the Holy Spirit we can become more
>`Àii °

Day Two

Monday, 10th April

THE FALL
READ

U ,>Ã£\£nÓx

REFLECT

U Ü >Ã`>`i ÃivÜÌÕÃ¶
U Ü >ÛiÜiÀiÃ«`i`ÌÜi`}i>LÕÌ`¶
U How have we worshipped creation rather than the Creator?
U How have sin and lies affected our lives?
U How can we escape the wrath of God?
God has disclosed the truth about himself to us. If we reject his
truth, we will suffer the terrible consequences of sin. However, we
escape the wrath of God if we repent of our sins and put our faith
in Jesus Christ.

RESPOND
U SING We Praise Your Righteousness, Sovereign Grace
- Our Only Hope Is You, Sovereign Grace
- You Made Us Your Own, Sovereign Grace
U DO ÛiiÛiÀÞiÌ iv>Þ>viÜ«ÃÌÌÃ°7ÀÌi`ÜÌ i
answers you discussed in the third question above, and other
ÃÃÞÕV>Ì v]Ì i«ÃÌÌÃ° Ãi>ÛÕÌiiÀvÀ
Ì iv>ÞÌÀi«ÀiÃiÌ>`>`ÃÌVÌ i«ÃÌÌÃÌÌ i°
/> >LÕÌ Ài«iÌ>Vi >` vÀ}ÛiiÃÃ° ƂÃ > v>Þ] Ài«iÌ v
Ì iÃÃÞÕ`iÌwi`>`ÀiÛiÌ i«ÃÌÌÃ°/ >`vÀ
Ã}À>VÕÃvÀ}ÛiiÃÃ>`ÀiViÌ iÜi`}iÌ >ÌÞÕ
are part of his family.

Day Three

Tuesday, 11th April

A NEW KING AND A NEW KINGDOM
READ

U >À££\££ä

REFLECT

U How does the owner of the colt respond to the Lord’s need
of it, and how does this challenge our attitude towards our
possessions?
U How do the people welcome Jesus into their city, and how does
this challenge the way we worship Jesus?
Jesus is our Majestic King who enters Jerusalem as part of God’s
«>ÌvÕw ÃÃÃviÃÌ>LÃ }Ì i}`v`°iÃÕÃ
is worthy of our best possessions and jubilant worship.

RESPOND

U SINGShout Hosanna]ÀÃÌ>-Ì>w
- Crown Him (Majesty), Chris Tomlin
U DO >iÕÃV>ÃÌÀÕiÌÃ]y>}ÃÀÀLLÃÕÌvÀiVÞVi`
materials to use in praising God when you sing the song today.
À iÝ>«i] ÕÃi > ÌiÌ À] `ÕVÌ Ì>«i >` ÀVi Ì >i >
Ã >iÀ]>V>À`L>À`LÝ>`V «ÃÌVÃÌ>i>`ÀÕ]v`
V>À`L>À`  >v >` }Õi LÌÌi Ì«Ã Ì Ì i Ã`i Ì >i
V>ÃÌ>iÌÃ]VÕÌÕÃi`«>«iÀÌÃÌÀ«Ã>`Ì>«iÌ iÌ>ÃÌVÌ
>i>y>}ÌÜ>Ûi]Ì>«i>ÀLLÀ`Ã i>ViÌ>ÃÌV°
Be sure that everyone has something to use to praise the Lord.

Day Four

Wednesday, 12th April

THE SERVANT KING
READ

U >À£{\Î

REFLECT
U How does the woman’s devotion to Jesus challenge the way we
iÝ«ÀiÃÃÕÀÜ`iÛÌÌ ¶
U How does Jesus respond to the woman’s act of worship and how
does his response encourage us?
Jesus is our Servant King who came to save the worst sinners. Those
who have been touched by his grace and mercy respond with great
devotion to him.

RESPOND
U SING - I Will Offer Up My Life, Matt Redman
- King of Kings Majesty, Jarrod Cooper
U DO/>>LÕÌÌ }ÃÞÕ`LÞÞÕÀÃivÀÜÌ ÞÕÀv>Þ]Ì >Ì
iÝ«ÀiÃÃÞÕÀ`iÛÌÌ`vÀ> i >Ã`ivÀÕÃ°
>ÌÌ iÃiÌ }ÃÌ i} ÌvÌ iiÝÌÀ>Û>}>VivÌ iÜ>½Ã
vviÀ}>À£{\Î°/>>LÕÌÜ>ÞÃÞÕVÕ`vviÀÀiv
what is most precious to you: your time, your possessions, your
heart and your actions.

Day Five

Thursday, 13th April

JESUS OUR LAMB
READ

U >À£{\£ÓÓx
U Ý`ÕÃ£Ó\££Î
U  £\Ó

REFLECT
U What does the story of the Passover teach us about God’s nature
and his purposes?
U Why was Jesus described as the “Lamb of God” and what does
this tell us about his mission?
U Jesus offered his “body and blood” to his disciples. How does
Jesus offer you the same thing?
The Passover was the most important Jewish holiday because it was
a reminder of God’s deliverance of them from Egypt through the
blood of the lamb. When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he declared
that he was the Lamb of God. Later, when Jesus celebrated the
Passover, he told his disciples that he was initiating a new, a better
covenant through his own blood and body. Jesus was the only one
who could offer himself sinless and without blemish to God. He
>iµÕ>wi`ÌLiÃ>VÀwVi`>ÃÌ i«iÀviVÌ>LÜ Ì>iÃ>Ü>Þ
our sins.

RESPOND
U SING - Before the Throne of God Above, Sovereign Grace
- Lamb of God, Vertical Church Band
U DO/ÀÞÌ>iÃiÕi>Ûii`LÀi>`>Ì iÌiÝ«iÀiVi
what they ate at the Passover. (https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
recipes/3080679/authentic-unleavened-bread)

Day Six

Friday, 14th April

JESUS OUR LOVING SAVIOUR
READ

U >À£{\ÈÈÇÓ
U >À£x\£ÈÎÓ
U ,>Ãx\n

REFLECT
U What type of people rejected Jesus?
U 7 Þ``iÃÕÃÌ`ivi` ÃivÜ i iÜ>ÃVi`¶
U What does Jesus’ actions tell us about the type of love he has?
U ÞÕÌ ÌÜ>Ãi>ÃÞÀ`vwVÕÌvÀ*iÌiÀÌÀiViÛiÌ iÛi
viÃÕÃ¶ ÞÕw`Ìi>ÃÞÀ`vwVÕÌ¶
iÃÕÃ V>i Ì i>ÀÌ  Ü} Ì >Ì Üi ÜÕ` > ÀiiVÌ ° Ûi
Peter, who was one of his closest friends, denied Jesus. The soldiers
>`iÛiÌ iVÀ>ÃÜ ÜiÀiVÀÕVwi`Vi` °`½ÃÛi
is not conditional upon our love, rather God’s love is given to us
despite how we treat him, and it’s his unconditional love and grace
Ì >ÌÜLÀ}ÕÃL>VÌ °

RESPOND
U SING - How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, Stuart Townend
- Hallelujah What A Saviour, Austin Stone
U DO Prepare a treat to give to your children. Help your children
Õ`iÀÃÌ>`Ü >ÌºÕV`Ì>»i>ÃLÞ>Ã}Ì iÌÜÀÌi
a list of conditions to be completed before they can receive the
ÌÀi>Ì i°}° wÃ  Ì iÀ iÜÀ] `iÀ®°  Ûi Ì i Ì i ÌÀi>Ì
LivÀiÌ iÞLi}° Ý«>Ì >Ì`}ÛiÃÕÃ ÃÛiLivÀiÜi
do anything. Enjoy the treat together.

Day Seven

Saturday, 15th April

JESUS IN THE TOMB
READ
U >À£x\ÎÎ{Ç

REFLECT
U When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple was torn in two. What
`ÞÕÌ ÃÌ iÃ}wV>VivÌ ÃiÛiÌ¶
U Once Jesus had died, how did they care for his body?
U 7 >Ì ÜÌiÃÃiÃ ÜiÀi «ÀiÃiÌ >` Ü Þ ` ÞÕ Ì  Ì iÃi
witnesses were important?
Although the death of Christ on the cross is the saddest moment
in history it is also a very real reason for celebration. The enemy
thought to defeat Christ with death, however it was Christ who
`ivi>Ìi``i>Ì >`vÀÌ >ÌiÌvviÀi` Ãiv>Ã>Ã>VÀwVi
in place of all those who believed in him. The curtain tore in two to
show everyone that because of Christ’s death, we are now able to
approach God in his Holy Place.

RESPOND
U SING - O Praise the Name, Hillsong
- Man of Sorrows, Hillsong
- Lead Me to the Cross, Hillsong
U DO Õ` > ºÌiÌ ÌL» ÕÌ v L>iÌÃ] Ã iiÌÃ] VÕV iÃ >`
Ì>LiÃ°-ÌÃ`iÌÀi>`>`ÀiyiVÌÌ Ã`iÛÌ°

Day Eight

Sunday, 16th April

JESUS REIGNS
READ

U ƂVÌÃ£\£££

REFLECT
U Why is the resurrection of Christ important to the gospel story?
U What had the Father promised to give to Jesus’ disciples?
U Does this same promise belong to us?
U Once we have the Holy Spirit in us, what are we meant to do and
how are we meant to live?
U Where is Christ now?
Christ’s resurrection proved to his disciples that he had indeed
conquered sin and death. The Father promised that he would put
the Holy Spirit in every believer to bear witness that we are his
children and that Christ is alive. Christ commissions us (his disciples)
to be his witnesses to the world and to testify of the great things
God has done and plans to do.

RESPOND
U SINGCome Behold the Wondrous Mystery, Matt Boswell
- Made Alive, Citizens
- The Same Power, Ben Cantelon
U DOƂÃViViiÝ«iÀiÌÌ`iÃÌÀ>Ìiº«Àv»°ÀiÝ>«i]
«ÀÛi Ì >Ì Ü>ÌiÀ >`  ` Ì Ý° http://www.sciencekids.
co.nz/experiments/oilandwater.html)
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